CHAPTER VI
THE ATBARA AND OMDURMAN
THOUGH the final act was about to be played,
a little stage management became necessary
before it opened.
An extra brigade of British troops was being
assembled in Egypt, and Sir F. Grenfell re-
turned to Cairo as G.O.C. of all British forces;
since he was many years senior to Kitchener
there was a danger that he might consider him-
self responsible for the operations and take over
command. Fortunately, however, he had
sufficient wisdom to see that the man who had
worked out all the preliminary details would
be the best man to finish the campaign, as well
as too much generosity to rob his junior of the
credit The matter was settled with good feel-
ing on both sides, and Kitchener retained the
command.
Even the Mahdi, under the mantle of the
Prophet, had found trouble in maintaining
discipline among his unruly followers. When
the loot of Khartoum proved disappointing the
whole place was reduced to ruin and Omdur-
man, on the opposite bank of the White Nile,
became the seat of Government After the
Mahdi's death his successor built a fine stone
wall to enclose the tomb, the arsenal, a prison,
and a comfortable harem for himself; this last
70